" JR0UND THE WHIST TABLE.

iTEY OF THE FEANTERN MATCHKS
’m' THE (.'HJLLI;‘G‘ THOPHY,

As IHustration of the Tavitation
_wolution of the Fereeption Prab.
jom - The Whist Ulabh's Fins New HMome,

1t 4 now definitelv settied that the Eastern
of matches for the challonge trophy will

on Feb, 1L and the WhistClubof New York
will be thie Inst challenger. Tur Bus Is Indebted
president Darner for the following offolal
:mnthm with regard to the matehes and the
midwinter moeting: When New York was
xheduled 1o play on Feb, 6, the prior
ahallonge of the New Jorsey Whist Club
teen overlooked. It appears that when
i club forfelted the mateh to New
Yark Inst Octobor, it did so with the nnder-
sianding that It should take Ita place at the
pottosiof the llst aa & new challenger, 'This
gare [t precedence over Now York, as the Iatter
ehallenged after the Narraganseit matol, a
ook later.  The dntes now are: Columbia
Awletle Club, yestardny: New Jersey Whist
Clab, next daturday: New York Whist Club,

Peb. 13, and the midwinter meetling between
the East ana the West, Feb, 20, This leaves
four ehallenges to head the llst If the trophy
womes East after the mateh —Narragansate,
Postun Daplicate, Hamilton, and Park.

Nothing has yet beean settled with rogard to
e midwinter maeting, but It will probably be
pald on Feb. 20 at Detrolt, Toledo, or Buffalo.
the St Paul Club, which will represent the
Weet. prefers Detrolt for the trophy mateh,
sud that welection will probably carry the ex.
wative meoting with it. It was at one time
thought that the midwititer meeting would be
emitted nitogother, but Presldent Harney says
that wonld necessitate giving to & commitien
more absolute power Lo mako arrangements for
(e next congress than has ever been pisoed In
fis banda. Prealdent Harney thinkas It would
be very unwise o umit the weeting, especially
en atcount of tEe radical changes proposed
B the method of play atl the nest congress,

PRIVATE COSVEXTIONA

Several correspondents have asked Tur Sow
#tthe system which was explained last Sunday
fa 1o be nsed In connection with American leads,
ot with the trump showing leads, ana also how
fils proposed to eall through an honor turned.
The common-sense game looks upon all sueh
prirate conventions as tromp-showing leads,
ealling throagh honors, and showing number in
it as utterly useless and eontrary to the true
spirit of the game, tending only to spoil It

The use of private vonventions In whist has
Becocme & disense, the bagilll of which are more
pumerous o some clubs than Io others. It s
wvery difficult 1o get some pecsons to understand
that il private conventlons at whist areon a
par with marked cards, and of use only so long
ey are Imperfectly understood by the ad-
versaries, When the opponents can read the
setret signals ns well as you can, the advantage
sttirely disappears. All such systems of play
s irumpshowing leads and the Howell game

yield salight percentage of advantage so long
. the sdversarios do not understand the ocoult
meaniog attached to the glng of certain canls
Ouce they are familiar with the grips And pass-
words of *he enemy the svstem Is worse than
Wotiens; L lenst thint (e the experience of nine
tonihs of he sxpurts who have favored Tie Sus
vith (he results of thelr ob*ervations while ex-
wrimenting with It.

I8 ls not s uany moons slnce one of the most |
{atouns temmin In Lhis countey went about with
aroanl oo whilch was printed about twenty pri.
valeconventions, This was handed to their

vspeciive vickims & few miuutes before piay

N, Anil whether the came was for a truphy
wanaapleasant afler-dinner affalr ata friendly
eluby, the marked cards wore used, and all the
grips wnd passwords of the sacretl organization
were etupinged. One of the most tninent
men in Hrooklyn, an enthusinstic whist player,
who entertained this particular temm at his
rlubone evening, and thvught more of the din.
E’h. #ave them than of the game that ful-
wed, told a friend thist when ne realized what
wii going on, and pulled out thecard ithat had
Linnded to him before the play began, ™ he
feltas if something hind cramled over Lim."

As nlready siated In these articies, thers In
sy ane cure fur Lhis avil: only one way to stop
Ul inclplent card-shinrplog st the whist table,
And that is to insint that the persons using any
ptivate sysiem of play, or altaching to any
onls an oecult ueaning, shall annuunce oraliy
e lnterpretation to be put upon the play at the
time It is wonde, There can then be nocharge
o! toul play, secret telegraphy, or undue advan-
fage, and it will not be uecessary to take your
Yartaer into an ad Joining room to ask him whiat
bacion of card.aharping he prefers, If you fol-
1-_-ur the teaching of © Whist of To-day.” and use
iiie queen, nioe, and nzﬁu as sbsoiute cailing
vards, you need not wh per it 10 Your parwner
hafore the game begine. Just nlay the nine, aud
way 0G4 loud: ' Lead tromps, parioer.” Your
miversaries will at iemat give you eredit for hon.
oy, Ifnot for intelligence. 1f & gambler with
Spack of mer ~d cards were compelied to call
uttbe denonuation of each card as he denit 1t
he would prabubly call for a square deck after
tne ar two deals; I some of aur coavention-

rdfden whist players were obliged to call oot

Ve meaning of thelr urivate signals they would

S0 gat sick of thie whole thine, and frankly

Fecognize it for the fraud that it bs.

TAE INVITATION GAME,

Mhereare sume forms of invitation that de
Beii more an ure's confidenes in the partner's
Voieliigenen than on soything vise, There are
fuany Lands in which you might be very glad if
the drlimps were ali out of your war, but do not
feel yourself [nstifisd iu so playing as to induce
YIUr pariter (o take any chanices In leadiug
e, In following out the systein outlined Inst
Sinday a plaver will naturally find many hands
“hich seein to offer very little cholge Letween
B supparting card and a Jong suit. The old-
Hyle game was 1o “run™ with the loog sult,
making what tricks von eould, and then sube
:-l]]in! ttieinevitable, This mey be all very

FUIN stealgnt whist, whiere the first consider-
‘llmn Withinweak Land Is tosave the game: bint

Ndupticare s Lilie thers is life thers (s hope, and
Einuy s good st s Lroaght in slmuly by geep

et waler uneil
Cnredt it (it the preliminery akirmish Das

Tl ot dienls Lands are those which con-

tatn no emed wiiel o1 b

" - properly understond
: ;"“' Inartter, or which contain l};[uoa sult of
Vottaitiny morobable, Lut still posaible, that
amething inay be made. Take tlis hand,
; 4l"llt_|l|.°nul- " iy o, : D10, #, A3
i..,,a‘, R Q.1 10,8, Hat fur the abwence of any
P ear of fetntry, the playor might show
N‘w In Onoe kud then lend the single tromp,
fraid bw cliance the pefntey And lead the
ramp queen, what would b do (f £ wan ?

he forim of (it o
v itetlon usunlly adoptea with
::‘:" hands ks 16 8 fow the wilt, and {hon lead
o ‘:::pmrlh-u card. An o antelligent prrtier

ALANEY Lhiut there s no eard of rednte
:“:;I‘I“ SR w0l diselt. nnid will be governed nr.-,-‘
i ﬂtt'l}- Here 1s hioow the hand wan Actually
deaira: A B are purtuers againat Y 2 Z
mtand turned the heart 9, The underlinea

:':;‘: :r::‘..l"l'_" trick, and the eard uuder it is the
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A-Bwivt nrsicks
Nulfllj- Poohmast pliny his Batd on e assimpe
Pt AL S bkt b i o anything. wntil
I“". |l 1S e oul of is way: iy hes cannot
A O U bt to exhnust them, wni (st
""n. I Lt hie hing po parids ot reintry. He
ng‘rl.; :-:.m.1urr--'n.n bt dends, wod his partuer
.“.: Lll!h” MEnnin. ALl syeh conventionnlities
itk @ superfuous in thils styio of gane.
e i f.i Witk s wenk tromps ¥ o i) uot feel
“‘!11 o Justifled in underplaying the dinmonis,
i lI--Iu-.m s W would have put the kKing on
ey tand and led the trumps, becaose he
" r":u::;‘ Lias no possible triok i dlamunds ter
({rld'k & 'artner hinving confense) weonkness,
i l.'" HOLSHOW Lhe exnct pnumbee of his trumps;
P 'lr‘;l:""llrl-fr-' for At know that 1§ can wel
",‘""" }lra Fthiem, sven with all the dinmonds
tiek 5 Mo auly hope for anobhe |
":I'g;“'ghf.m Another tratap and no -umllrn."wk 3
L ur A'wanly ehnnce, fur his snit s still
P""hiu’c. 1AL L was Lefore monrd wis played;

until the trumps nee &bl out of his w
'llll;ul} S0 Y's informatory leais, hs "n“““.;i
lm‘:;..“r‘I""'“'ND'IM anid two clube, 7 has
T dinmonds, but holds the spade foar and
O ciubn which ¥ does not hold, This
Ex B with the odd trymp, and A's
I8 thint 1t will be sbla to cateh both

<':tmm;-.~. wiul 1 lend nspade,
T Il::u:h1nl~ four LEICn & i1 Jile spade sult by walt.
LIS ripe, The ending, which is pretiy,

I made passible by the |
» nlorimatory sy
ll":'tlrl:lu :-l:;p:o'ul 'l;r ’:’. “ |rut:ml|rh'l‘:| ;:L:l:n?r:::
w L o
Without it Lut han lost ::I I?:l:-?.“ S esy
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A—B winsslx tricks, losing four.

Trick 1—A uses the old-style number.showl
leads, to;lnnlu with the jack from the qua

e S O

s lead u nning
with tﬁ: queen, so Lhat ‘.hon lgulfbl no mis-
nt_}hcluﬂn‘- halding the ace,

Triok 2—The fall of the ¥ and 3 prevent
{;m guessing at the signal, so he goss on, fol.

wing the Jack with the king to show six cards
in the sull. If the adversaries have been hold-
Ing up the ace, the ki ‘q mlun!u the jaek
means five cards only. hen this informatory
but wooden system Is used. paritier has to do s
lot of guesaing, but everything In quite eY:ar to
the adversarier,

Trick 3 unﬂor%hn his sult to get his
partner in to yive him another ruff. As the
eards lie, Z wonld have won the first roand In
either diamonds or olubs. K, in this inatanece,
has not recelved the ¥ ®n i ik
from his partner to make him put up his king
second hand

Talok 6 Haviog gotall that was Ible out
the raff, ¥ pruruso to run for hia life, The fall
of the diamaonds shows that 2 can have neither
10 nor K, so Y gives him a force.

Triek 7—Z thinks he might make things liv::z
by overtrumping B If Y coold get in to |
another diamond, With all the trumps to hear
from, and two signals on his left, ¥ Is not
Nuessing anything,

OUR PROBLEMS,

Ont of eighty-four attem only one parson
solved the perception problem p%bll-h?d on
Jan. 17, J. B. Elwell of Brooklyn. Solvers were
ask to give the possible inrerences for 8 st
the end of the third trick, Hers they are:
ible division of the ciub snit I

The enly
that A hia the major tennce with the ten, for if
E had held elther tenace with the ten he would

bave covered. N's clubs were therstors A Q 10
2 Eswere KJOS54 9 and W had the 8 alore,
utiless he was calling for tromos, which it s
ﬂldlnt'frun the first trick In spades that he
Was not,

N evidently basspads jack, for if he has no
mere spades he miust have had four dinmonds
or five trumps; sod If he had five trumps or
fourdlamonds to an honor, he would never have
-{na Ay frown a doubls major tenace solt.

he missing detice of trumps shows that N is
echoing with four, As W does not caver see-
ond hand bhe cannot have three honors in
trumpse: therefare, N and W must have iwo
waou each, and ther must be the tenaces. An

has the queen turned, he must hold the
mnjor tenace, and N must have the ten.

e ——

MOTHERS AND MOTHERS.

TIHEY MEET T0 CONSIDER BOUKN
FOR THE OHRILDREN,

My, Vasn Kisvvar, Not & Mothor, Goss an
the Buost of Mrs, Oldhand, a by
Adoption, and Eavounters Mra, Wise.
were, Who Wan s Mother, buat Tew'i

It was the day of the mothers' meeting. Mrs,
Oldliand, the bew member, had ssked and re-
calved pormission to bring her friend, Mra, Van
Klevver of Noaw York, Mra. Oldhand, as & cane
didate for the Presidency of the State Federa-
tion of Women's Clube, commanded consldera-
tlon. Also, the Prealdent of the Mothiars' Club
thrillea with pride at the thought of oMelating
bofors A woman from New York. Pride was
ooe of the things which she often denounced at
the mothers' mestinge

Mra. Oldhand was rather & unlque figure
amonyg the other members of the club. She had
been admitted on pectllar grounds, Bhe wasn't
& regular mother: In fact, alis wasn't & mother
At all. Bhe was only a sort of & prospective
mother by adoption. In order to further her
chunces of obtalning the State Presldency, Mrea,
Oldhand had signified her intentlon of succes-
sively samipling sume orphans from a %homn
which was conducted by club women of the
State. This was the little schems whicn bad
brought Mre, Oldhand among the mothers.

Asshe and Mra. Van Klevver drew on thelr
gloves before the fire there was a thoughtful ax-
preasion on Mra. Oldhand's face,

“1'Il vell you what I think I'll do," she said,
“1think I'Il go by the book store on our way to
the meeting and buy & fow books for ehlldren.
Don't you think it wonld make & good impres-
slon ar the club? Hort of look as if | had serl.
ous ldeas on the mattar, don't yoa know '

Mrs, Van Klevver agreed that It was a good
plan, so she and Mrs, Oldband went by the book
stors on their way. Thers was & goodly at.
tendance at the elub. With one or two excep-
tions, maternity was evidently no joke to the
members. They lLad an alr of responsibility
and of solemnity. The meeting was opened
with prayer, quite a good deal of vrayer, Inthe
course of the recapitulation, which p d for a
prayer, but waa really an announeement for the
benefit of Mrs, Oldhand and Mes, Van Klevver,
the lady stated that they had often told the
Lord how deeply they felt the responsibility of
the sacred duties of mithernood, and that the
object of the club was such n worthy one that 1t
was hardly necessary to mak J1ia blessine on It
Nevertheleas, sbe did ask it as a matier of form
and aconvenient way of windlng up her prayer.
For a while 1t looked as if the petition had be.
eome unmanageable and wouldn't let itself be
ended: but, with the nssisiance of the blessing,
It was brought to acloss amid s general mur.
mur. which professed to ba an amen, but was
really relief,

Assoon as the prayer had been conguered,
the Presldent sonoounced as the subject for

ace, E having no honor, This marks the tromps
neach hand as: K J42whth N, AQd 3 with
N, and DA T O with E,

Bin shows that N would nol lead trumps
because he had minor tenace and gueen was
guraod. He d'd not lead the dinmonds becaune

e had only three cards In the suit, and he did
not lead the th da b he had
u card of refntry for his cluba and that card
must be the diamond sce. E therefore has nn
more spades, but holds two dismonde, while
W has five spades and the remalning two dia.
moends, In the actual game, S led his king
and smallest dinmond, the deuce and Jaek fall-
ing from Wi the 3 and 8 froms E. N Is then In
the load, and the position of every card beling
Enown, the end game resolves Itaelf into a

Qrubh-m at double dummy, with henrts trumps,
N o lend
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What is the best lins of pht for N and B and
the hest defence for £ and W7 The names of

those sending the best solutious wiil be pnb-
lished on Feb. 14.
CLUB NOTIEM,

Whist Is enjoying a declded boom in New
Yourk and |ts vielolty this year, The New Jor-
ey Whist League Is full of business, with sev-
eral matebes on hand every week: the Brooklyn
clubs imve several apecial tnuraaments, besides
thelr coropass whist and Interclub, and in New
York there hasn been a revival wnich reminds
one of the old Cherry Diamond days. Tha dupli-
cafe whist matches at *he Knlckerbocker are
steadlly gaining In  attendance on Tuoesda
evenings, aud every table at the New Yor
Whist Club Is occupled avery afternoon. The
Indles are not behind, elther In New York or
Brooklyn, and ail chelr whist clubs are gettin
k. and seem as wo

New York eliv. When the Wihist Club moves into
Itnown house at 11 West Thirty-sixth streat, this
city will be able to boast oneofl the inestclobe in
the world devoled exciosively to whist, From
a memberntilp of forty less than a ysar ago,
with only & rented room in & hotel, this club
hus steadily wained In membarship until it has
now nearly 150 names on fts books, ln:l?ﬂln[
all the experts in the city, and many of the
finest playern In Haltimors, Puiladeliphin, Hoe-
ton, Frovidenoe, Hrwk!gn. and Waslilngton,
The proaperity of the club has been largely due
to the effurts of the management Lo snoour-
age thoss who follow whist as an {ntel-
lectunl amusement. and to whom a stake ls a
secondury conslderation, or sven objectionabl

}Zt?;rlmuo has shown that the mosi successfu
cluba are those in which everythlog Is done to
stimulate competition among the members by
means of compass whist matches, Io whicn the
record of sach player Is preserved, the names
of thoss keeplug near the top being posted on
the balletin board, and prizes belng offered for
the Ligh scores, 'The varying abilities of the
players are adjnsted by means of hllll"ﬂ,';a..
lhl?lhl rivaley |s sometimen very keen, ha
New York Club will have special rooms for
duplicate and compass whist In its new quar-
tern, and everytulog will be done to snoourags
the young and promisiog players, £

The return matel between Hrooklya and New
Jersey was played last woek, fOfiy-two players
un ench slde, Jersey ls too much for I!rwklrln
when it comes to large numbers, and won the
miateh by eleven tricks In twenty-slx hands,
High score for Now .Iarur wias imade by Hruok
and Dunbar of the IRk ?ewnm.l Club,  Four
vales tina for high score for Brooklyn: Fiwell
nnd Gilhooley, Henlus and Stavensou, Harrow
and Halley, Tucker and Evana.

The Wowmen's Whist Club of Hrooklyn has
decided (0 romain st the Germanis Clubon
Hehermerhorn streel, and to meeol every Wed-
newiiny morning at 10 o'clogk. Members are
comitg 1 fast, and theclub |s already on & very
substantind basls, At the Inst meeting Mre,
Haker and Mrs, Allen made high scors E and
W;: Mrs. Hreckenridge mod Mrs. Ten Eyok N
anid =, Sovarsl lnidles have written to Tue SuN
making IF it is necessary to k
lewdn before Jolning this elub. It Is not
necesanry.  All one has to do Is to wplay
whist sccording to one's own theory of the
pame, winlever thal may be. If It Is »
woud theory, the resvli is & high soore, and no
questions asked., The hisrophant and the
Lisretlc of the whist world sge about equally
represented, and the olub has & welcome for
bith, Thers Is sowe alk of the urfnmullon
ol anoiher club ** on the helghts,"” which will ba
devoted exclunively to the utudr and praciies of
snulo eonventlons mod similar brain-saving

evices, When It gets golng s toatch batween
the two will ba In order, and may the best play-
ore win, rexardioss of ayatem.

The Toledo flee indn fault with Tur lw for
Tmtlnuao scores made at the Aronklyn Whist

‘lub ms an argument In fuvor of

now American

common-
senes game, and polnts out that the t sooros
R R T
n Waor n e lin a8 r
fork used the mﬁ'i at the Bmilr:.ﬁhht
t.'tab »s Ap mgnml. agalnst common-sense
whist. forgetting that there were then no,‘*u.
mon«.sense players ip the !!mbllj'r elub, ;ﬁ
are none | nilndelphin you, Iv is o sleepy
town and does not udopt methods untll
0 Laye boon for years.

Licu the old-style, long-sull, Amerisau-lead J viber

dise : " What shall We Head 1o Our
Childres ¥ Mrs. Oldnasd acd Mrs, Y an Klovver
gave esch other a saatisflea glance, Mrs. Old.
bhand ostentatioualy spread out her purchases
on the chialr next to hor. Assbe did so a lady
rose o read A paper., She was a thin and
weazened woman, Her bonnet was heary with
Jet, and Lier ahoos were s0 square tosl that they
sluped backwan! to bLer heels, giving you o
queer impression that they were fastensd by the
wrong end to ber bouy sukles. The subject of
her paper was: " The Demioralizing Faley Tale,™

It wan a fine paper. ‘The multlplication table
lsn’t any more accirate than that paper was,
Faley tales are not true, Therefore they are
llew, It is wicked to lie. Therefore it s wicked
wo read fairy tales to children. Nothing eould
be plalner, Santa Clsus does not exlst. To
say that bhe cotnes down the chimbey on Clrist-
mas eve |8 to decelve. Deception must be
discouraged o children. Is i discouragine
deception to set an example by repeating fables
In which there Is no trata? * What will the
gullty motler say when she looks lnte the
accusing eyes of her ehilld and hears the volce
of the young jndge declaring his arralgnment of
her for the violation of trath * What, I say, will
alie reply whea be sternly demands the viodl.
cation of ber honor ¥ the proof of her Integrity ¥

Away, once and for all, with theso trivial,
rentimental freaks of fancy! Nomore fabulons
fairy tales! Futan end tosllly Santa Claus!"

Mra, Vau Klevver snd Mrs, Oldhiand sticred
somewhat uneastly, ‘'he woman went on,

“ And what excuse can any intelllgens mothes
give for feeding her ehild’s mind on such stufl
us thie Mother Gioose tales arn made of ¥ \Whh
thelr hey-diddls-diddies, and their hickory-
dickory-docks, and thelr ding-dong-bells | This
Is fine food for & growing fntellect, I8 it nog 7

Mre. Van Kilevver leansd toward Mrs., Old.
bhand and whispered (n her enr

“Does the woman axpect bahies {0 begin talk-
Ing In words of four syllables instead of da-ds
and goo-goo ¥

= And then,” eantinued the woman with the
paper. * we that ix to sny, less thoughtrnl wo.
men than, I trust, themembers of thisclubare
supplement Mother Gooss with such creations

st Allee in Wonderiand' and “Through the
Looking Gilass.' Imagine setting a serions-
minded child to readiug ‘Jabberwocky ! The
iden is revolting.™

Mres, Van Klevver leaned toward Mrs, 0ld-
hand nfnm.

thiat woman Kkeeps an much longer." she
whispered, "1 won't ba responsibile for the
result. I'm holding myeelf down to the clinir
with both hauds now |

Luckily, the woman finished nn-“nr hor pa- |
per Just thien, Mre. Van Klevver wave her s louk
of cunventrated animosity as she sat down,
There was a stir among the members. The
Presldent annonnced s recess of ten minutes,
Nuaturally, Mra. Oldhand soon Lecame the cen-
tre of & grou nome one gathered upthe books
from the ndjacent chair and sa wen, tak ing
the books into her lap. She was an unrertaln,
slipshod woman, Sue pulled and picked at the
cords which were tied aroand the hooks, and
theu she let them slide off Lier lap two or three
times, and that Anished it. The paper came off,
and Mrs. Uldhand's selections lay ¢xposed i1 all
their heinous immorality: s Iylug, decelviog,
setineless lob; “Allceln Wonderland,” “Through
the lehlnr Gilmen" “ Mother tivose,” and 1wo
or three volumes of fairy tales full of beautiful
princesses and ugly res aud beneficent god.
mothers, Mrs, Van Kievver and Mres, Oldhnnd
tmil enjoyed & real treat in leoking them over,
and hed promised themasives the pleasure of
rwllnf partions of them alood to each ot bier,

A gullty lush monnted the clieek of Mes, (3d-
hand as the mothers bent to plek up the scats
tered volumes, They peered at the Litles ns
they plied the bouks up in Mrs. Oldhand’s |
and several queer looks came Into thelr faces,
Mres, Van Klevver assumed her most haughty,
metrnpolitan sxpression,

"Whata very interesting person (hat was,”
she remarked, onsunlly pleking up one of Lthe
volumes; " the person that read the paper."

Mrs, Van Klevver s past inlstress of the art of
Illinﬁl fow unbearable wordas, )

“1 have heard of people who held such views,''
sha went on. and somehow a siranger would
have though! slie was speaking of a Mormon or
& Soclallst, " 1've often heard of thew, but 've
never seen one before. You must lod her an
Interesiing member, a0 odd and w0 pronounced,
seentric In all her views ¥
others hesitated., They were confused
dinconcerted, amuarrassed. It wan the slipshod
womnau who spoke first.

“You dou's agres with her, then ?

Mra. Van Klevver opened her oyen wide,

* Does any ane agree with her?

A youne woman, with bright, lnughing eyea,
gave Mre. Van Klevver u look of comprehenslon.

“Everrbody sgress with her,' she declared
with affected solemnity. * None of us allows
our children to see or hear & falry tala! "

" 1lo you mean to say yon don't 7" aaked Mrs,
Van Kievver glving the young mother an an.
awerlng smile

an Kisvver looked puzaled,

er!" repeated the young mother, Then

ed: " My bhaby Is only six manths ald,"
“Oh!™ snid Mes, Van Klevver. Then she

smiled sgain, **Well," she remarked, * | do the

me way. I hmve never allowed my chilidren
tu read lin! stallest Mothier Guoss Jingle,™

It was the yooug sother's turn to look
puzaled.

“Heally 1" she sald,

“Yeouo," snid Mrs, Van Klevver,
added: " [ have no ohilaren,"

“Oh!" snld everybody,

" Well."” said the slipshod woman, *it's plain
epough what Mre. Oldnand intends to do,"

“I- " stammersd the new membeor, ™1
thought I would try to give thn poor Hitie thines
A!md time, [Isn't that the proper thing "'

‘e woman who had resd the papor onme up
In time to overnhear this lusl remnur

“A R time!" she exclalmed dtraglonily,
“Thot would be s noble aim for any one irying
to fulfil the sacred mission of
A good time! What can we expect of clilldren
brought up with the idea that truth, duty, ine
tegrity, common ssnse, must be saorificed to *n
good time ' Her tone was withering.

““YWell," said Mre, Oldband, * not muoh, prob-
ably. Wa were all I:_ruu“hl. up that way, Ir

on are referring to Mother Gooss and Fanta

:tl’:nl and falry ulle"-. w0 1 suppose we know
abnut what Lo sxpec

The ah hod woman suddenly addressed the
woman who ha the paper.

*0Oh, Mra. Wisencre,' ahe said, I don't know
whs‘w do wng wmy livtle Harold, ’Lh othur
day he fopund the word ‘damned’ in the news-
rprr. L was the Ina1nn of some ‘cilc-mnu.

be hva. *damned foolinh,' or something of 1..”;

Then ahe

th Iy rs. Van Klevver, od me

motherhoml | |

: b
:&j‘i ‘:.::'ﬁ':..‘-‘-'h!‘.‘f.,"l‘&‘n':& paren:
o or nak
what the w meant, and I told
'.p_,, dgfs e

L]
him it mesat | the

hing Iike * very s thing was *
E:ﬂ.‘.ﬁc noem i.??.ﬁ'-&"m ::m on :?E
s reading., The next day he climbed Into my
}'nn nd'nt his arms sround my neck and then

h, mamma! I love you damned much!* "
“Now" raued the slipshod womano sasily,
" what ought I to bavedone '
& Iained to him_ the sin of swbarioe," sald
. Wiseacre prompily.

© Well, It wasn's 's0 saay as you'd think. He
asked me why he conldn't say damned Just as
woll na veary, and when [ sald It wus wicked, ne
wanted to know why.'"

e use (t's swoaring," sald Mra. Wiseasre,

" Hut what makes (L swearing 1™

.y Ause IL'8 & wicked word."

“Humph! It's wicked becanse It's awearing,
and It's awearing beomase it's wicked, hnt

ay be logleal, but It didn't convines Harold,
E. prom tllr reminded me that It was In th

fble, and altogethor I came off rather lamely,

' Almost an lamely as (f you had lst him u;’
th; n-wwncr

Mother (loose Iustead o
saked the mother of the six-months.nld baby.

" Almiost,” sald the slips waman, with &
twinklein her eye,

“Tell me why," asked Mre, Oldhand, * yon
think the police reports nre beiter umiinf for
five-vear-old childron than the good old fairy
tales wo used to love 1

"It Is the true and the real," nomwun?n-
plied }Hq.'“’lmri. “ngninst the false and the
romantie.’

“Or," said Mrs, Oldtinnd, “the ngly aod the
low against the beantiful and the einvated, ™

Mra. Wisencrs wan sllent for & moment, and
befors she had recoversd lLarself the President
callad them to order onos more, There was n
buslness mesting on haod, and Mrs, Oldhand
and Mrs, Van Kievver slippsd out very soon,
They were sllent for & while, 'Then ther looked
AL sach other and Ianghed

“I'muso glad yon're In that olub,” sald Mrs,
Van Klevver at Inrt.
* Miss Barcasm ™

“No,I'm In earneal, If ever a club needed
you that ons does! My heart would ache for
the children of those women If [didn't think
that some of them Inld aside their theorles at
the closs of the mesting and became just what
tney ought to be, real, oid-fasliloned mothers!
God bloss ‘am!"

Anather silenee nf & few minutes, Then: 7

* How mauny children has Mra, Wiseacre 7

“* Wall, she did have three, ™

" Why do yon say " did'

* Well, the Inst one died a faw months ago.”

ROBINSON CRUSOE'S 18LAND,

It Was Tobnge, Near Trinldad, snd Not
Juas Fernandes,

A Inte despateh ia the newspapers throughout
the country refers to a reported alnkingof Juan
Fernandez and to this island se the fabled home
of Robinson Crasoe. A later despatcl says that
the Government of Chill has decided hereafter
o eall Juan Fernandoz Urusroe's Island,

It takes Lut & tnoment to show that Jusn Fer-
nandez I8 not Crusoe's Islnnd, 1 he story Defos
firat published In 1719 tells just whers Crusos's
isinnd lles. The hero was on his way from
Prazil to Gulans when the hurricane wrecked
Ll and cast him on slonely coast. 1L was near
the mouth of the Orinoco,

“The master made an observation as well as
he coulld,” said Crusoe, " and found that he was
In about 11* north Iatitude, bLut that he was
22 of longitude forther west from Cape St
Augustine: so that he found he was upon the
const of Gulans, on the north part of Brazll, be-
yoni the river Amazon, toward that of the
river Orlnoco, commouly called the CGireat
River., aud began to consalt with me what
course he should take, for the abip was leaky
and very much disabled, asd he was golog
directly back to the coast of Hrazil, 1 was
positively against that: and looking over the
charts of the seacoast of Amerioa with him, we
concluded there was ho Inhabited eonntry for

us Lo hiave recourse to till we came within the

cirole of the Caribbee Ielands, and we there.

fore resolved to stand away tor Harbadoes. "
Amnin, says Defoe, towards thes end of the

GOLD DUST FROM THE SKIES

AN OLD MINER'S TRREORY A8 T0
ONE OF 118 SOURCKS,

e Gives Mis Reasons for Mellaviag That

e Flneer Gold Comen 10 the Earth ss Me.

teorie Dust-Mow Nuggets Are Made,
Frowm the Seattls Post- Inteiligencer,

At & meeting held Thursday night of the
Beattle Mining Buresu s paper was read by
Pater L. Trout, & mining man of |args experl.
ence, which contalns some novel theorles con-
corning the origin of the placer mines in Brit-
Iih Columbls and Alaska. 1t is, of course, the
weneral bollef thint whare the flaky gold In found
In the beds of creeks,there must of necessiiy be
quarts further back, from which the litsle nug-
wets and flakea were worn and washed awny.
Mr. Trout says he has anothar theory, and It
comes from ripe experience. The gold comes
from the akies. Mr. Trout's papes follows:

At our last meeting I consented to read a
paper on my exporiences In Alaska, but did
not fntend to give any detalled ncoount of what
happenad Lo me In that sountry, and wers It
not that I founl wold under very pecullar and
extraordinary olroumstances 1 wonld not have
thouiht there was anything In it worth tell.
fh, ws with this singular exception there is
nothing in the trio to which I ean look back
with any degres of aatisfaction or pleasure,

“Among the propertios that gold possesses,
ane, It seems, |8 tuat of belng just’ where 1t
ought nat to ba, and In many cases helng In
places where reason, common rense and selon-
tifle rescarch have deciared that 1t (s Impowssl-
ble for It to he.  And on the other hand, whers
reason, commot  sense, and selmtific re-
search have declared that it i, in very likely to
prove 1o be the place where It I8 net.

“'So often have | seon In my own experisnce
examples of this conditlon of thipge that 1
have long alnce belleved, that all that (s writ
ten about where guld mar,be found and whers
it may not be found Is not worth the paper on
which it bas been wsritten, ns my own export-
enco hine furnished excoptions to avery atate-
ment that I havelever read on the subject, OF
all thatZhas been written or sald In regard to
gold there (s nothlog more universslly be-
liaved than that placer gold, or the gold found
in ereeks, comesonut of quartz veins, In all
my experiencs, | have not seen anvthilog in
print that even casts the shadow of & doabt
on the truth of this theory, for theory Is as
good A& name as it desoryes,

"llurlog the last tee years I have always maln-
tained that the placer gold In British Colnmbia
ald not come ont of quartz veins, or, If sny,
only a very small portion of It. Whenever 1

made auy statemont of this sort | was at once
eaked, 1T it did not come vut of guarte veins,
where did It come from? To which 1 hiave of-
ten very bluntly replled, *How do you suppose

know? | have learned 16 think this from
dear exparlence. 1 linve soon s creek rich in
iold, and hiave spent time and money looking
for quarts that the gold In the creek must have
come from. lo every instance 1L was time and
money wasted, and still sorse, In one Instaoce
when I was jursunded to 2o on one of these fonl
errandas an opporiunity was missed thut would
have made me some thousands o) dollars richer,
Bat mll the time wnd money that | have Just
inoking for quartz velns thar supplied the gold
to the oreeks 18 nothing compaied with what
others have lost. 1 know of fyrtunes and lives

thnt have been wasted [0 this saln search.
Others who might have Leen wealthy have
gone down (o thelr graves in the deepest poy-
wriy becauso they wasted their tloe and missed

helr voportunities while lvoklng for the quartz

trle In reference to the tide about his island:
“lafterward understond It was goeasionsd by
the grent draught and reflux of ths mighty rlver
Oritoew, In the month of which civer, as | found
afterwards, onr island lay, sod that this siend,
which | perceived to be west and nortliwest was
thio wreat Inland Trinidad, on the north point of
the mouth of the river. | neked Friday a thou-
sand questions aboat the country, the inhaul.
tants, the sea, the sonat, ana what natlons wers
near. He told me all be kuew with the
greatest openness imaginable. | asked him
the nmames of the several natlons of his
sort of people, but could wet no other
name than Caribe. [ easily understood that
these were the Caribbees, which our maps place
on the part of Ameriea which reaches from the
mauth of the Orlpoco to Gulana, and onward to

5t Martha”
This dis of the fietinn that Juan Fernan.
dez, on the other slde of South Amerios, s

Hobinson Crosoe's nland, Crosoa's (slsnd s o
reality Tobago, the muresoutherly of the Wind-
ward group of Hritish West Indian lsiands, [t
is twenty miles northeast from Trinidad, and is
twenty-six mlles long and seven and one-lLisif
At ity grentest breadth, To-day it has a capitai,
Bearborough, with nearly 2,000 inhabltants,

Tobago is not wanting in a legend of & ensta-
way, an orizinal of Hobloson Crusoe, for in the
“History of Tobagn,'” by Chilef Justice Wood-
cock, we find an secount of & salltary Freno -
man who enid he tad lived Lthere alone Lwenity-
Qlin Years,

Twimen have at different times lived for years
quite aloneon the lsland of Juan Fernandeg, off
thecoast of (Chill, Coe was an Indian who was
left there tn 1UR1, and rescned In LOM4, whose
adventures the buccaneer, Capt, iampler, de.
scribes in bils “ New Voyage Round the World,"
The other wasthe celebrated Aloxander Selkirk,
wlhio wasfound by Capt. Woodes Rogers, and by
him taken fram the island in 1700, after asalitary
litm af four years and four months, Afier Sel.
kirk's mrsival In London hw was much written
abont and talked of. His sxperionces lnsnired
Cowper when Lo wrote bhis beautiful verses ho- 1
ginning 1 am monarch of all | survey.” [ie.
for's Hobinson Crasoe enjored adventures that
bear aatriking resemtilance to both the Indian’s
and Scolchiman's experionces as detalled by
thelr rescters. With Selkirk Crupoe line been
especinlly dentified, and & Inte writer of the life
of Defoo nyai relates the legend of a visit of the
true-born Englishman to Selkirk at Hath

PRETIY JTONESOME WORNK,

That of the Ligh ar Keepers Along
the Florida Meys,
From the Florida Times [Mnion,

More ship's bones e upon the ouier reef
glrdling the keys of Bouth Floclda than per-
liaps upon any other shoals, excepting Hut-
teras, In this country. Capt. Thomas 8. Eolls,
agent of the Lloyds In this city. has a reconl
of shipwrecks on the ceas: of Florlda for mnany
yeurs, and the aggregnte of losses fools up sur-
prisingly high In the milllons of dollars,

The strait of Florida has long been an ocean
highway for steamers and saillng ships bound
from foreign and domestie ports te Now Or-
leans, Central, and South Amerlea.  In fact,
the outlet of the groat Guall of Mexivn, sur-
rounded by rich aml fertile countries, lins been
this parrow wsiralt between the kevs and
Cubs, through whiech the Gulf Stream passes,
Conseqnently, It Is not surprisine that In this
narrow atrait. the cauldron where the West
Indian burrlcanes generate, with its concealed
recin of eruel coral, thousands of vessels have
ended thelr careers, and more than thousands
af men bava lost Lheir llves. Few mallors
pass through the strait now without belug re-
minded of the Lrave men and the brave whips
whose skeletons whiten the sands heneath the
aurface of the llmopld green waters, and some
of them, as they watch the storm teud Hy
muross the moon and listen to the moan of the
reef bnoy mineling with the ereaklng of the
soars nf the ship, perhaps have good ground o
hielipve shat this place Is huunted by demons
of the deen nnd the souls of dead comraden,

It 18 no wonder that the lnhabitanta of the
keys, the ""Conehs."” hinve grown rich in wreck.
Ing. 1o thess Intter days, however. thers are
Tower wracke (1 the strall than tliere were sanie
yoars ago, for 'ncle Sam has marked the con-
tour of the dangerous hidlaen resf with a foe
syntem  of lghthouses, each with s lght of
soparate and distinet chara~ter, so that the
mariner may knuw liow toe slispe his course in
thie hinckeat nnd stormiest of nights,

The job of lHghthones kesper s about the
lonellest way of making & lving In the cate-
logue of occupations, The mental strain lins
proven s great (o several Instances that the
keoper grew melancholy to such a degree thint
heended it Ly Llowing sut his bralps, ‘I'lie
system In now so arrarged that the sudden
darkening of an pnportant resf lamp by a sul.
clde’'s bnllet Is not probable, for two Keevers
are stationsd Jn each Hght for company's suke
us well asto gunrd neainst slekness,

Thase two keapers of ihe key lighta for twe
monthis on & stretch seldom wee any faces ox-
vept thelr own and converse with nobody ex-
cobt each other, The lighthouses are, on an
average, twanty mlles ffom land, anid ahips
oass  from  ten to twernty miles away, ‘The
lghthouses are Lullt of four great tron pil-
lers, founded desp in the coral and towerlng
toward each other. Platforms of seel bind
the plllars  together. nlunln.t and slorage
roitin are constructed and the lamp arowns
all, The place i not perilous, but In s storm
must be what the coloved folks call “lone
some'’ Lo an uncanpy dedres,

After two months of service the kesper has
s moath sshore (o spend with his family or
how he plenses he familioa of the reet
lightkeeosrs are not allowsd |u the houses,
They are looked upon s & distraction that
-!ﬁ:' eause ths keoper to neglect bis duty,

ost of the keepers have aeveloped loto om-
niverous readers. Eome of them, however,
ve parsued a stewds purpose, and one we
avs in mind prepa bimeelf for admiitance
the bar, and has since beco.ne one of Key

est's most eminent lawyers, e has a

ranatic manner «f expression, and learned
i, #o 'tia sald, by “'noratin®™ to the winds and
waves, snd Lis singlo com, anlon. |

| the "ld-ninl‘llu of Lower Californin.
T

veits that they sulposed supplied the gold to
the freeks,

“Now, for many vears I have firmiy bslivved
that gold fonud inthe creeks of Hritlsh Co-
Intubin dld nnt eome trom guartz velns, bat
during my trip 0 Alasks during the iast sun
or 1y views on this matter rocelved n remark-
alilw, confirnation, I found wold under elr- |
cumastances that any one will =ay could not |
vomsitly have come from nuariz veins, unless
thay were up in the siv: aud | belleve that if
I can shiow that there is even & possible war in
which the guld In British Columbis catne (nto
the creeks without coming from quarts velns |
shinll be duing the mining community & vory
great rervice. Thls | propose to do, and have
committed some of theimn to munuseripg, which
1 will take great pleasure in reading 1o you.

*Those of you who bave seon Frof. Win-
cliell's goo.ueleal mavs will have noticed thst
In his map of this continent during the Eozols
period a great ocean rolled over what Is now
thess Pacitic States, and the only lund sbove
water was & part of California and & few long
inlands that stretched norshward wlhere the
Facific coast now 1. And In apother map of
the souttry st the beginning of thie carbonif-
erous age those long siands stretched much
further to the north and nearly Inclosed a vast

bBody 0! water that he called the Cordilieran
Lhenn, which eovered the rountry (eiween
what s pnow the coust amd the Rocky Moun.
talns,  This range of meuntains that at that
time stretclicd] alonethe coast sull exists,
thomgh 1n some ninces they amve sunken be.

oeath the oceun level and now affurd us a sliels
tered passage between here and Juneau, They |
first appear far ou! In the north Pacifie Ocean
In what 1s called the Aleutian ur Fox Islands,
and disappesr mgain at the southern point of

o taps may e tolerably eorrect and
¥y noi. but eunugh ls known o make
ain that ut une time n great body of salt
wered the country between the Cas-
" the locky Mouttains. A still Iater
map shows the Cascade Mountalns 1o have
risens uwnd the great Cordlileran ocenn to be
ofly renrescnted by some large bodles of salt
swaler that in detached bodies coversd the |
greater  part of the Ntate of Utah, and the
Ertator parts of eastern Uregon and eastern
Whashiingron, The Inft remnan. of the mighty
Jordilisran ocean |s now drying up i the State
of Utnh and Is called the Gireat Najt Take, and
it seems 1o e perfectly ressonalle to Iufer
that the same fate that has befallen .he soa
that snce ecovered the greater part of the Sinte
of Utah has nise been the te of that wtill
larger sea that onece covered the pantern parts
of the Nuates of Uregon amd Washington,
*Wa usve learned from oompe.ent suibiorls
Ly that a ton of sea water, or little mors thaa a
cublle yarl, eontaine about s graln of goid,
The nest question. now in arder s, what be-
came of all the gold that the sex \water cun-
tained wfter the sea had Leen dried up? N4
It evaporate into the alr, or did 1t settle on |
the hottoun? If It did not evaporate Into the
uir, I must stiil be where (Eat ocean has dried
nup, as gold s otie of the slmples and prastically
Indestructitie, and the forpe wost Hkely in
wihiich It would be found is those almost infero-
scapde, thin, scaly pirtieles svch as ars found
on the Snake and Colambla plvers, and, in

fact, everywhere over enstern Oregon and the
Mg Dend  domn.ry. Another fact of great
stenlfivance in  this eonnection v that soli,

ssesses the proverty of being welded when
tls eold, Noa we Know that we cannot weld
two pisces of fron together unless thiey are
made Intensely hot, acd while tn this condl-
Hon  pounded  together,  Gold possesses the
ratne orogerty without Sing heated, as any
onn whio I’:M hd his teoth flled can witness,

“All that Is aecessary ta do in order .o
make nuggets out of Snake River gold Is o
thke & greal number of thoso tine, scaly partl
cles and pound them toeether, Another fact
of great slguldzance Is that nuegets are acl-
dom found anywhere except In beds of creeks
or where creaks Lhave a* some time been, nnd
thea: creoka are almost Invarlably ou the sides
of hilis or monntaine, or where this sounding
process iuust have been golng on for enuntless
nges, and gonerally on pltebing bed-rock among
rocks, houliders, and large-plzed gravels,

1L with two companlons, left Junesu nbout
the middle of last May Ih & dory with abour
three months” nrovisions, Nothine of unnsunl
lintorest ocourred or wis seen gntll we reached
Turlor Hay, which Is the last of many Lays
that we passed Vefore we reschied the Paclie
Ueean, Our  destinntion was  Lituya Bay,
which Is on the Paclfe Ocenn and anbout 200
miles above Juneau, It had been known for
seie yenrs that there wers ruby sands on the
beach that were very rich in gold, and as sand
Is known to bo pulverized roo.,, 1t was Inferrd
that there must be rock of extraordinary rivh-
ness in the nelghiborhood, As far as findin
hils reck was concerned, the expmlition proved
to b as great u fool s wreand as 1 ever ander.
took, Tayler Bay is nhous the size und shape of
Flliott Hay, and to glve an ldea of o resemb:
Innen betwoen tie two yYou would have to he-
nging Fillott Hay with no Seattle on lis shoras
nor » white human belog withio o hundred
mtles of It in any direction, and botwesn where
we ure now and Wost Seattie a wall of lew
peveral hundred foet in hielght and seaching
back to Mount Ratuler. Tuls would aive you
wome iden of the Heady glacler, The Hrady tam
dead glacler., A live glacler is ghastly enough
to look at, ot & desd one Is much more s,
wud sature, It seems, out ofcompnsslon, or
for somn other reason, has spread a black vell
as n pall over its otlierwise corpse-like fave,
What this black vell consisted of | ufter ward
learned under very pecullnr elrcumstances,

"V prospected the ruby sandas, which were
plentiful In Its nelghborhood, and found gold,
but not suMelont to make it profdtable, "o
then went nut on the otean, snd after several
days reached Litiya Hay., A day or two after
wo landed I startsd for a bare movutain six
ar seven miles distant, ‘Che Aret two or three
miles of this irip were amoug small lakes that
poemied w0 cover nbout two-thirds of the couns
trv., After the lakea ware passed | ascended
& thlekly wouded bench soversl hundred feet In
height. On my way Isnuoud & amall creex of
muddy watar running down, Anzlous to And
out whae kind of bed rock was In the boltom
of the oreek, I struck In my vrospectine plek,
aud to my surprise 1 found that (t was not rook
st all, but loe, | then oleared the mosm and
stonios off the sides ol the hank sud uncov-
erod uinass of the pareat leo that I ever saw.
It was just like 1::3‘:!! down i & olear lake

L] m

| or bad

|_ W"“l t.;:n went on Lo the ::olol"l;' mountain, P

m.mumu.-nom base of
he taln 1 oreo t 100
"m'ﬂfﬂmu 'H.eTu.w“:r:l a mudd .ls e with

treea Iving In every Imasinable shaps, some
with taeir rootls up and several hanging l‘rfn
thoe top of the preciolee by thelr roots, with
thelr tops down. | soon discoverad that th

preciples was nil lee and extended for sever

miles along the base of the mouniain, 1 |?ul
altogether aAbont thm wooka prospecting along
s range of fonthilla that 1le about half war
betweon the main range and the ocean. These
foothills are two or three thousand feet hich,
and hetween tiwtn and the maln ranie 1eala-
cler savaral mi'es In width, I thorouehly 'f-
imined the rock that those foothills wers mads
of, bnt Tound nothing of any value in the wa

of mineral, examined the creska, bnt cnul
not find the slichtest indication of gold. 1 then
examined the rooks on the Falrweather glacler,

whers apecimen* can be senn of all that the
monntalne contaln, bat found nothing, and af-
ter | examined a long ridgs about seven
mlies uwn; on the glacler 1 declared that If the
problem of where the ruby rand came from was
left to me It woul) remain unsolved forever.

"1 gave 1L up And went to work washing the
sands on the beach, After about two months
I determined to pay Mt. Falrweather & clait,
which involves a fonrney of Alftesn miles or
mare across & gincler, After | had got abont
balf way a rost the rocks and stones disap-
peared  and the glacier [soked llhe a great
frozen Ia%e, That sams black vell covered a
ﬂamld.n!hl.o part of [t that [ had seen on the

rady zinster and on the dead pact of the Per.
onse glacler. tut [ notteed tLAT It was not as
binek as It appearod ut n distacce, and that it
consivted principally of roby sand, exactl
like wha wseen on Lhe bheach. Wir
soma diMenlty | gathered up about & guart nf
It and washed 1t o the gold pan, and there |
found abooy twenty colors, exuctly like those
found an the beach,

““The problemn was now solwed, 1 had found
where the ruby sand came trom and how |t
biad found Its way to the ooean beach, | was
80 far back on the @lncier that [ onld Inok be.
Lind the foothills apd eoull ses that the leval
of the glacior behind them wos not far from
their tops, and Iv wan certaln that, nol very
long bafors, the ginoler oxtended nver tha foot.
hills and down tao the ocean, This would ron-
stitute an inclined plane about lorty miles
Innie and eleht mlles wide, or aloul 100 sanare
miles of an Incilned pleus of Ice, and all the
raby sand and gold that It contalned wanld
And Its way to a moralne along t'e beach,
whera the g'acler was melted away by the sea
water. This gnld cortainly neve: came from
quartz veins, as it wna found in meteoric dast,
and heaven Is (he only pluce that | can think
of that it eould come from, or the ethereal Llun
vault chove us, or wherever meteoric dust
cotes from."

FISHING IN THE FROEEN LAKFES

How tho l‘lu-v“ Goame fe Captured with
Line or Mpear,
From the Chirags Record.

Hornent, Mich., Jan. 22, —~The winter finh-
ing meanon has begun, and the ive In tha north.
ern part of [Lake Miohigan Is dotted hore and
there with the huta of the Ashermen. One of
the most sucoessful of those who Invelgle the
trout from his home beneath. the Scralts of
Ma Linac s Del Avery of BL Ignace, Through.
out the scmson of navigation Mr, Avery |« asub-
marine diver, but when the e “makes’ and
be can no longer carry on his ainphibisus oceu:
pation” he takes his spear or his hook and line
and goes In quest of the Mackinae trout, allns
greal lake trout, alisa lake ealmon, allae
namaycush, allas lunge, allas other thinge.

This finny game has almost as many names
an & noted erimiual, and s sometimes about ny
diffenlt to eatch. Many a fsherman will tell
you that acertaln kusck Is req Ired in catch-
ing him-a knack that Mr. Avery seemns to
have mastered to perfection, Perhave in the
course. of his snbmarine labors he has mads
the acqualntancet uf the Ash and learned sll
thelr secrets, the kind of balt that is niost at-
tractive to them, ard the sarest way of ds
teiving them into thinking that a llimerick
hook in easily digestible,

Another ran who 1s rot an Ineky tells Low
ha once tished all day ana catght nething,
while Mr, Avery, at another hole In the lce
ouly m short distaace away, pulled out fsh
after fish., Toward the elose of the afternoon
Avery went home. having caoght all that he
wauted, and the other man moved over to
Avery's pince and began operntions there. but
with no better suceces,

In a shor' time s third fisherman cane o‘p.
dropved his hook into the unesed bole, and in
A few minates pilled cut o twenty-seven-puanid
trout, 1y i fslinrmian’s luek, Une man makes
s Lig oatch and another gets notblag. Just
how mus i Is ekl mnd hoa mach Is dus to good
fortune It would be difenll (o say,

The methnds 6of taking the fish vary with the
depth of the water and other conditions,  Glil
awta ure used to some extent, but the greater
part of the cateh I8 taken with hook and Hne or
with the spear. The soear can be used only In
eowparatively shoal water, perhaps ten ur Af.
teen foot or less In depth. It consint of m llght
Lut strong pole, sometimes ten or twelvs feet

' in length, bearing on one end a sort of fork

with from three to six sharp tiaes, each tine
barbed ilke the point of A fishhook. A [ight
cord Is often fastened to §: Ly which It can be
drawn back in case the fahercian loses lils hold
of It i kis eagerooss to secure the Ash. An-
other wvole {» sowetimes fastened Into the fce
henl:le the fislilng hole, the lower e2d, whicn
henra a large hook, being within a short dise
tance of the buttom of the luke. The fishoers
man resta his spear on the houk until a fish
comes within strikiag distance, swhen he makes
& guick thrust, and the fsh s inoaled on the
sharo proags and drawn up throukh the hole In
the lee

In order to distingulsh objects beneath the
water the eves must be protected In some way
from the davilght, The [ndians used to do
this by setting up hoops nn the lce and spreadd-
ing a hianket over them somewhnt after the
fanhion of the canvas top of & vralile schooner.
Undor this rude shelter the Indian sat or Iy
in partiel Jdarkness and, looking down throueh
the liole which he hai chopped n the lce,
ruitld ses the fMsh moving about in the clear
water beneath him almost as pininly as if he
were merelv looking through a window,

M Inte years little huts pf hoarde or of tar

per Lave taken the place of the houps and

Iankeots, They are sosmall and light that
when the lce Leging to weaken In the spring
or whon the fisherman wishes 1o move to an-
other locatlon Lie puts his houss on & large
sled and hauls it aAway. A tiny stove Is usu-
ally placed In each house, for some kind of
Eoating aposratus 8 slinost 4 nocessity when
one {8 ahbliged 1o slistlll for hours togetler,
Nometimes the Interjor af the little hut, not
much larger than a dry goods box, heomes so
warm tha muter garments are uncomfortabile
and the Osherman sbheds his coat nnd arrass
h.nself In the dignity of ils ahirt sleeves,

It Is & monotounus oreupation. Inordinary
angllzg one may at least look about him, but
hets tnets In nothing to do bhut stare down
throngh a hole Ia the lce and 'isten to the oc-
centlonal reports as the fce fNelds shrink and
crack In the Intense vold or expand under the
influence of m brigh., sunny day., KEwery hour
or two thers is a loud. rambling sound as the
ferry steamer =te. Marle goes by, carryving a
tranin of cars across Lhe stralis,  Now anid then
A dark, slender form comes into view as a
ftrout appears, swhinming along the bottom,
with his fine waving lazily nnd hils tall mov.
Ing slowly from slde o side. Perhings his
stieers off in pursalt of some smwallor fah, of
winlch he intends to make nineal, or perhnaps
he comes nearer and nearer, until, with a sud.
den thrust of the spear, he s imoaled, aud in
another moment lies on the ce, squirmine,
wriggling. and threatening to plunge into the
water agnin, A sharp blow on the spine, just
bask of the head, pota him hors de combmt,

He Is not as gnmy ne is his cousln, the brook
trout, nor quite as fine to look upon, but he ia
& handsomes flsh for all that, with Lils dark
grny back, mottled sides, and white belly,
His neales, ke those of all the tront, are so
sall aa to he nlmost invisible, The moath s
largn, the foeth are numerous and very sharn,
anid he Is a terror to all the smaller fey.  His
sl 1r hardly ocual in favor 1o thint of & white-
fish just out of the water, but It retalns (1s
freshiness longor, and by the time thad the two
Lisve travelled several hundred miles, puckeil
In lee, the troat I llkely 10 be the better fsh,

It i+ n rather carjous fact that while the
liver of & whitefsh s one of the most dellolons
of tidbits, that of & tront Is polsonous,  Prol
ably 1t is dus to the differont food consummil
hy the two fish, for the trout Is earnivarons,
while the whiteflahi necks & vegetarinn  diet,
varied with the little slugs that llve upon the
bottom.  The trout of the areat lakes some.
tiues grow to an immouse sles, and »pecl.
mens have been taken that selghed seventy.
five pounds or even more.

Hook mid line fshing (= carrled on in deeper
water then laspearing, the lnes used beins
somuetimes 100 feet in length. Heavy eink
ers are eencrally emoloyed and suMelent lne
1% run out to lower the hook to within a few
teat of the hottem, where t Is Kept moving
slowly up and down, Salt pork Is often used
for balt, and some Nalermen smear (4 with
asafoetidn or anlse nli,

Huts are not always required for liook and
line fishing. Itore Isless rieed of witching
the fsh than In spearine, and I would, of
conree, be Imposalble Lo see them at a devth
of tifteen or twenty fathomn, sven If ooms wished
to do sn. A soun as the fish has taken the
hook the Asherman hauls Bim in as fast as
possible, somectimes runnlne bhaokward oway
from the Lole In order o draw In the ne
more rasidly, for the lake traud makes Hitle
roslstance as long as n steady nuil is kept uy,
hut It any slack In wiven e may show dehit,
and the falierman never knows till the fsn
I landed how (arge and strong he mag be,

T'he fAsherman on the lee has some odd oxperl-
ences at Uimes, One of Lhe most exasperating
waa that of & man whoso hut took Hre whils
%o was moving It on & sled 1o & now lneatlon,

he joiting over the rough 13e probably upset
the alove, and as the tehierman was faclue the
other way an rawing the sled behlnd him
the biaze was well started hefore he noticed
it. Then he oould not get any water. The
Heralts of Mackinko lay beneath hhn, sepa-
rated from the lire by not more than two feet,
but he might as well have been ln the Desert
of Sahara for all the good (hat did bim, There
was og for him to do but stand still and
soo his tr go up In smoke,
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'FORT POINTS CROW ROOST.

A WaOD WHERE THOUNANDA OF
NANLE BIRDS LODUGE NIGHTLY,

Trova Overwelunhted with Crows-A TMashs
el Monsketfml Killed at & Miagie Shot—
Wisdom, Uanensen, nad Measlde Trips
of the Urnwes—Monreernwas Out of Date.
Norwicnw, Jan. 10, In & thick weod on

the narrow river promontory at Fort Point,
three milen bolow this city. there fa a wonder-
ful roost wf erows, probably the second largest
of the kind n southern N®w England, The
Iittle forest s unbroken lw cleariogs, and
thero are nn human habitations In its neleh.
borhood, so the multitade of bie back birds
that roost there nigh.ly ponsesa the land in
poace and securlty. It s ina “ather wild re-
glon, seldom vislted except hy astrolling
sporteman, or bovs out nuthing. and aboat the
only sounds that ever (nterrtipt Ita wildwood
quiet are the randoin calls of river Aahermen,
pasing In thelr boats, and the eawing din of
the Birds themsalves,

A littlo whitle before nightfall every day, all the
crows of eastern Connecticot, seemunaly, to.
gother with a fow Interlopors from the frontier
af Mhodn Island, begin to gather ihere, trooping
neroes Lhe darkening sky, far aloft, In flocks
ar long files, and with here and there™s soll-
tary. belated straggler. striving to meke np
lost time. Inmbering on bheavily, Hefore pro-
eeeding to roost the steadily massine pba-
lanxes of Incoming. abon-hued lodgers cavart
wildly for a time nbove the treetops, wheellng
Almlesaly In great concontrie patlis, plongine,
diving, In erisscronsor slanting dips, soaring
ond hovering, Alling the country with thale
Ao and clamor, ut Lefore the stesled gloom
of nileht Lias enshrauded the forest all the
mighty army han finally settled down Into lte
treetaps, leading the loueln an heavily that
the whola maws of follage hoaves at times In
concert with elngular ondulations, ke the rea,
and & profound silence ensuen.  Hnt nt Irregu-
Iar intervals all night the hush of the rombre
womdland Is braken Ty the note of a deowsy
bird, snddenly awakanwl,

The riverside people of the region are s
used to this custom of the erows that they
think lttle of i1, for the Fort P'olnt wond has
beon n roosting place of the birds for years,
It tr rarely that any ene approaches or moleata
them In their preenwocd dormitory. Ocens
stonnlly s countrs bor or honter, Impelied by
ourlosity, Invades thelr baunt in the day-
t'me. According to the reports of randown
via tors, the birds have wronght carious havee
In the little wood. The trees there nre maln-
Iy of oak, chestout, and maple, with scattered
birchies, butternuts, anda few evergreens,
These. in part. they have llterally wrenched
Iimb from limb. throuvgh almost Incessantly
romilng on then, and in some ouarters whole
groups of trees have lLeon blasted orkilled
outr gt by taem. The crass asd weeds and
wod i wers hiave Leen destroyod, and the
uncerbirush, which, as a rule, thrives rankly
and lustily In New England woodlands;, has
shared a elmilar “ate, The floor of the foress
is thickly coated with guano, aad so, also, are
the Leavy hran  hes of the trees.

It Is belleved that the number of orows (hat
nightly frequent the Fort Polut wood smodng
to mwany thousands, since every tree (n the tvo
acres of woodlard there is as rlehly hune with
dozing Wlrds as 0 genersts Christmas tree with
toys and knlck-knacks. Fometimes a curlons
visttor to the nelghiborhood ora elty youth. nn
mischle! bent, Invades the croan’ oost ab
night, jvst to stir ap the dreaing tenants
and listen to thelr ressntful urotests, Not
long mso Charles Story of this city pald them
a nocturnal call, The forest was as dark as
midoighit; the only sounds thet disturbed fta
atlllness was the monot=nous b-r-r of night la-
sects and the occeaslonnl smothered swoop of
a laden tree bough. The presence of an un-
seen, Innumerable roosdng caravan just above
his head (mpresced him. Grovlug his way be-
neath te sable plume of a giant tree, snlld
reaminely as let. he lalied A& moment. The

wood alept on, with an coeasional far-away
cluzking or murmuring, that was blended in
A mom.nht with the soughing of the night
breere Prom the river. Suddewly he cian
his donble-larrelled shoteon o his shoulder
anid fired a bheavy clinrge directly into the tree
erown, The next (nstant 1t seemed to him A8
It all the disrerd and jarring tormeil and
tumult of a planet had been coucentrated with-
in the vonfines of that narrow plontation and
had been let loose Al a signal,

Far several minutes the tops of the dark
woumd appeared to be flled with ru hing, aweeps
Ing, pluazing, featbered bodies, and lts mass
of follagn was tossed and shiaken as if by a
tempest. 118 ears wore deafened by the alarm
eries of the nroused and terrified hirds, Now
and then the dinnod uprosr abated somne-
what, but It was vnly te break rorth afresh
the next instant. Meantime, Intermittently,
teathiere! game was stendily falling nat of
giant tres at the feet of Charies Niory,

“1 ploked up a Yoshel basketrul of desd
cenwa  from that one  shol," sald Lo subse
quently. Then he came away from the roost.

Crows are carfous binda, It 1s generally ad-
mitted Ly hunters that they arant crafly
and wary and wily ar foxes, They are ex-
tremely bLard; and enduring., bu. ontsed as

they sre to hardslilp, hunger, and privation,

they Ly all means vrefer n mild, or. ot least,
temperate,  climate and a ricli reglon to abide
In. if procticalile. 1t Jspot by chivice or nat-

ural selection that they lakerit the plokineg
of abandoned mules and worn ont nags (n the
barren flelds, or cke ogt s Hving from fotsatn
cast up hy the ocean waves: tender, faley
putllets and geanaries of rich Inding corn are
far more o thelr Uking,  They are wonderful
whilosophers, thoush, making the best of
things nt all times, Connecticut s a famous
wint.r resort of the crows of all New Engiand,
They do not approve of 1he heavy snown of
the North, which bary thelr natural larder -
oven the Hay State I8 tod snowy for them, and
0, late in the fall, about all the Yankee crows
a-wing come troapiug down liere 1o winser |
the JNutmes <iate. The flelis &' lure o
stiow here moat of the season, and, in an emer-
wency, when famine pinchos, ther all go down
o the seashore clamming.  1t's an odd freak,

An often us twice n weels, nt times, they go
to the shore and feast an the oifal thrown by
tho tides and sorf on the boach, They wade
abourt hike penguina there, with minel
steps, pleking ana siull 1o pieces gingerly an
devouring It greodily, dariening the whole
straml with their Back forme. From middle
Connectieut to the enner 1t s only about twene
tyefive miles. and with thelr swift flight they
easily cover the distance 1o half an bour, They
trave! bath wavs with the wind, fiving fo lofte
Iy that thev can see e orean Aty miless
away, and soem th he mere bBlack dota slid-
ing over the blue vault of heaven. All day
thie whole sky I8 dotted with them, so thas
thelr reguiar, monotohous, utceasing advend
snggesta the ldea of rockots aliot forth from
an inexhsastible hidden mine beneath ¢
northern horigon, After aday or two
In revelling and prinking on the beach -have
ing grown aleek and glossy, fat and sanoy—
they  Just leanaboard a favoring southemm
hreere, while the dawy ls still reddening the
enstern sky, and come seurrying north agaln.
Bo wall understond 18 this seashors going pras-
tice of the Nutmeg crows thial country peos
ple not Infrequently remark upoen noting at
panrise seeniinely sndless Lattallons of them
wheoling southward: “Hello! zoln' to bave
some wentlier, | guem. | see Lhe *rows are off
clammin® again.”

Henlden thels ennrmous hnbitunl night rooat
SO KEs0 Dy e strange, tnacvoun tabiv, easn
AnY caucuses (n cestntn cwmote wild country
pasture late or woodinnds

It n narrow, walled in, cleared, hill-top pas-
fure near a woid, with a tall tree or t#0 in the
middle of it for thelr crafty, vigllant sentries,

they often congrewste on a windy day in
spring or Just hofore n sturm, in such multls
tudea that the greenwood s feirly speckind
with or Lldden by them, Here they whoo!
and enaw and  cackly sl carey  onoso, sl
anbililing At otee, Loppine abont with self-

fiwportance, sud ralss such a uziversal rackot
i dMin that aven s vapoceatie nationsl cone
vention, debating universal politlea In s halfs
way falr competitlon with them would  be
toreed to mdjourn sine die and leave the fold
precinitntely. Hore olsersers surmiss tha
orows are the pollticlans of the feathe
world, In the Yunkee ntll towns it is an old«
titme maxim that a cancus of this kind s an
{ufallible farernnner of o great wind nnrn.\.
Crows sometl ues live (o be vory old, llke
parrots, and in a fow rare ligtances, rural obe
pervers of taturnl history aver, have been
known to talk, On the othier hinnd, other ob-

pervers wflrm, they were never known to do
anvthing olse. No one gusstions, however,
thiat they ‘are horn thleves, nimble nnd orafiy
anG Indefatigably cnes ot that, Neltheris It

w be doubited that thes are the most suspiclous
anidl wariest crenture of the fislds and forests,
Litiea of hare twine or A fow pleces of glitters
ing, twirling tin, strotched about an ex
corn fleld,are amule safegunrd neaiust depreda-
tons from the aoet gified mod dlrn-d.\'I.l
crow, who, on the other hund, would not hesl-
tate an instant from perchilug himeself on the
shunlder of the handsomost and most life-like
scarocrow, with stovepipe iat and a pipe, that
wis ever fabrioated, Why it Is, no one sesins
1o know; hul such 1s a crow, [lence it s thas
shrewd Yankee husbandmen have ¢ to
eroct any nore acateorows [or crows to rlllﬂ
snd flaunt and naw at; especially sinoe ’l‘w
discovered not long seo that the crows

refor scarsorows—they are so in
f... flelds %0 post thelr sentinels ome .
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